REPORT AND SUGGESTIONS OF THE MIDDLE EAST SYMPOSIUM ORGANIZED BY PRO ORIENTE IN WADI NATRUN FROM 26th TO 28th OCTOBER 1991  
1. The participants of PRO ORIENTE's Middle East Symposium - bishops, theologians, clergy and faithful of the Coptic Orthodox, Coptic Catholic, Syrian Orthodox, Syrian Catholic, Armenian Apostolic, Armenian Catholic, Syro-Indian, Maronite, Melkite, Latin, Anglican and Protestant Churches gratefully expressed the usefulness of this meeting organized by the Vienna-based foundation on the invitation of H.H. Pope Shenouda III at Amba Bishoy Monastery in Wadi Natrun. The aim was to inform a large spectrum of church representatives about the progress achieved in ecumenism over the last 20 years through the Vienna Dialogue between theologians of the Oriental Orthodox and Roman Catholic Churches as well as the Common Declarations between Heads of Churches and the two official theological dialogues engaged so far between Rome and the Coptic Orthodox Church and Rome and the Malankara Syrian Church of India respectively.
Thus, the Standing Committee of PRO ORIENTE, bringing together representatives of the Oriental Orthodox Churches and PRO ORIENTE ecumenists, realized its intention to familiarize Christian opinion leaders with the results of the 5 Vienna Consultations of 1971, 1973, 1976, 1978 and 1988, thereby eventually reaching the faithful in all walks of life in the Churches concerned. Participants and organizers were unanimous about the success and usefulness of this undertaking.
The impact of this hitherto biggest ecumenical meeting in the Middle East was largely due to the presence of two of PRO ORIENTE's Protectors, H.H. Pope Shenouda III, who also gave a lecture on the Christological consensus, and of H.Em. Cardinal König, who inaugurated the symposium together with His Holiness and concluded the meeting with a blessing. During the three days of animated and open discussions participants testified to true ecumenical brotherhood and could experience a deep sense of spiritual communion in prayers and liturgies.
2. Participants listened to and discussed papers on ecumenism and the Vienna Dialogue between theologians of the Oriental Orthodox and Roman Catholic Churches delivered in English and Arabic alternatively. Speakers and topics ran as follows: 
- Ecumenism and the Vienna Dialogue with Oriental Orthodoxy: Alfred Stirnemann, Vienna; Fr. Kondothra M. George, India
- The Christological Consensus: H.H. Pope Shenouda III; Dom Emmanuel Lanne OSB, Chevetogne; Bishop Mesrob K. Krikorian Vienna; Archbishop Cyrille Salim Bustros of Baalbek; Archimandrite Nicolas Antiba, Lebanon
- Councils and Conciliarity: Archbishop Mar Gregorios Yohanna Ibrahim of Aleppo, Fr. Tadros Malaty, Alexandria; Fr. Khalil Kochassarly OP, Brussels
All papers received a vivid response.
The symposium opened with common ecumenical prayers led by His Holiness. Participants attended the Eucharistic liturgy and vespers of the monastic community and a Holy Mass in Latin rite with members of the other churches present in an ecumenical spirit.
3. The conviction was expressed that this type of symposium for the propagation in certain regions (such as India, Armenia, Ethiopia and Syria) of the ecumenical achievements reached between theologians of the Oriental Orthodox and Roman Catholic Churches and through the Vienna Dialogue in particular should be repeated. Special attention should be given to the response and opinions of the audience representing all levels of the Churches concerned. The implementation of ecumenical results into the everyday life of the congregations and activities of their pastors is of vital importance. The majority of participants should preferably come from one country (or region) only, papers and discussions held in the locally dominant language and focus on the real problems of ordinary Christian people such as participation in the sacraments, baptism and rebaptism, mixed marriages and different dates of Christian feasts, all of which have come to be a symbol of division.
4. The publication of PRO ORIENTE documentations not only in English but for the first time also in Arabic was welcomed by everybody. For ecumenical achievements to penetrate into the practical life of the Churches their presentation in a comprehensible terminology and language spoken by Christians in the respective Churches is essential. The publication of the papers and a summary of the discussions of the Middle East Symposium in English and Arabic was welcomed. Some participants declared their willingness to report back home by means of this documentation on what they have learned, thus multiplying the positive effect of these endeavours. Institutions of theological formation should make a point of providing ecumenical literature in their libraries. 
5. There was the demand that certain subjects should be subjected to more in-depth expert study, be it in the form of study seminars or individual research work. The following topics were suggested: 
a) Prosyletism, its forms, causes and strategies to avoid it,
b) the faith expressed by the Tomos Leonis,
c) monasticism and liturgical tradition in East and West,
d) possibilities, conditions and eventual forms and contents of a really Universal Council of all Churches,
e) consequences of conciliarity, such as in the election of bishops,
f) psychological problems resulting from the (slow or rapid) pace of ecumenical progress,
g) realization of ecumenism on the local level, practical problems with pastoral cooperation,
h) common study of the documents of Vatican II,
i) infallibility of the Church, Ecumenical Councils, the Roman Pontiff,
j) enumeration of main obstacles for ecumenism,
k) which ecumenical results have not yet been received within the Churches and why,
l) Eucharistic communion and its relation to the unity of the Church.
m) A study of the faith of the Assyrian Church of the East and its rejection of the 3rd Council of Ephesos (431) was not considered to be a subject of bilateral or multilateral dialogue in the near future, is however open to examination in the long run. 
6. It was suggested that the Standing Committee of PRO ORIENTE propose the following subjects to the competent church authorities for further consideration: 
- Official judgement of the faith expressed in the Tomos Leonis ad Flavianum,
- lifting of the anathemata between the Oriental Orthodox and Roman Catholic Churches on the example of the recommendation of the Joint Commission of the Eastern (Byzantine) Orthodox and Oriental Orthodox Churches,
- action in the field of baptism, rebaptism and intermarriage problems,
- as it is true that history cannot be changed, history books could be improved, particularly as far as the spirit, language and presentation of the problem of Chalcedon are concerned,
- to advise rectors of theological institutions to avoid outdated polemics and include the results of ecumenical dialogue in the studies of young theologians.
7. Participants were most grateful for the organization of this event. A special debt of gratitude is owed to His Holiness for acting as the host and reading the keynote paper, to Cardinal König who took the trouble of a fatiguing journey and to the Coptic Catholic Patriarch Stephanos II, all of whom gave additional impetus to the event through their words of encouragement. Further thanks go to Pro-Nuncio Archbishop Antonio Magnoni, who paid a visit to the symposium, to the initiators on the part of PRO ORIENTE as well as to the local organizers responsible for the technical success of this enterprise. The presence of observers from the Pontifical Oriental Institute for the Promotion of Christian Unity, the Middle East Council of Churches, the Protestant Churches of Egypt and the Anglican Communion was an additional enrichment. 
Moreover, participants' meeting Coptic faithful in St Mark's Cathedral, where Pope Shenouda presented PRO ORIENTE and the results of the Middle East Symposium to an assembly of several thousand people, was of particular significance. An official invitation by the Austrian ambassador Dr. Norbert Peter Pramberger in the name of the Republic of Austria and in the presence of the Egyptian Minister of State for International Cooperation, Maurice Makamallah, underlined the role of ecumenical cooperation for the civil society as well as for peace and friendship between different peoples.
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