REPORT AND SUGGESTIONS OF·THE KERALA REGIONAL SYMPOSIUM ORGANIZED BY PRO ORIENTE IN KOTTAYAM FROM 3OTH SEPTEMBER TO 4TH OCTOBER 1993 
1. The participants of the PRO ORIENTE Kerala Regional Symposium were unanimously positive about the usefulnes and success of this meeting which was convened with the blessing of H.H. Baselios Mar Thoma Mathews II, Catholicos of the autocephalous Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church of the East, and H.G. Mar Baselios Paulose II, Catholicos of the Syrian Orthodox Church of the Patriarchate of Antioch. The idea was to inform a large public of church representatives about the ecumenical progress achieved·in the 20 years of the Vienna Dialogue between theologians of the Oriental Orthodox and Roman Catholic Churches as well as about the Common Declarations between Heads of Churches and the so far official dialogues on-going between Rome and the Coptic Orthodox Church and the Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church respectively, and the agreement on sacramental hospitality between the Roman Catholic Church and the·Syrian Orthodox Church of the Patriarchate of Antioch.
The 170 participants included 25 bishops, theologians, rectors of seminaries, professors, priests, students as well as eminent lay people (psychologists, judges, lawyers), among them a number of women from 10 different churches (Malabar Catholic, Malankara Catholic, Latin, autocephalous Malankara Orthodox Syrian, Antiochian Syrian Orthodox, Mar Thoma, Church of South India, two Assyrian jurisdictions and Chaldean Catholic).
Thus, the PRO ORIENTE Standing Committee, bringing together representatives of the Oriental Orthodox Churches and PRO ORIENTE ecumenists, realized its intention to familiarize Christian opinion leaders with the results of the five Vienna consultations of 1971, 1973, 1976, 1978 and 1988, thereby reaching the faith​ful of the Churches concerned in all walks of life.
The Catholicos of the Catholicosate of Antioch, Mar Baselios Paulose II, inaugurated the conference, the Catholicos of the autocephalous·church, Baselios Mar Thoma Mathews II, attended most of the sessions and evening receptions and presided the great civic reception, the Head of the Mar Thoma Church, Dr. Alexander Mar Thoma, chaired the concluding session.
During the three days of open·and animated discussions there was a true sense of ecumenical brotherhood and spiritual communion in prayer and liturgies.
2. The overall planning and selection of the issues to be discussed was done by the PRO ORIENTE Standing Committee and centered around three topics:
a) Necessity of Ecumenism and Presentation of PRO ORIENTE’s Intentions     and Achievements
- Secretary General Alfred Stirnemann (Standing Committee, Roman Catholic)
- Archbishop Mesrob K. Krikorian (Standing Committee, Armenian Apostolic)
b) The Vienna Christological Consensus
- Fr. Kondothra K.M. George (Standing Committee, Malankara Orthodox)
- Fr. Frans Bouwen (Standing Committee, Roman Catholic)
- Metropolitan Amba Bishoy (Standing Committee) /Dr. Emile Maher Ishak   (Coptic Orthodox)
c) Ecclesiological Problems
- Metropolitan Mar Joseph Powathil (Malabar Catholic)
- Metropolitan Mathews Mar Severios (Malankara Orthodox)
- Metropolitan Thomas Mar Thimotheos (Jacobite Syrian Orthodox)
The target set was fully reached. The concepts presented by the speakers, in particular with regard to the Christological dialogue, were fully received and con​ceived as a common theological asset. The discussions (in both English and Mala​yalam) were lively and dealt primarily with such future-oriented questions like the envisaged unity of a genuinly Indian church, problems of inculturation and relations with other religions.
Every morning the sessions were preceded by a short·ecumenical service lead·by different churches (they were the Malabar Catholic and the Mar Thoma Churches, the Church of South India and the two Orthodox Churches together). The symposium was wound up by an ecumenical service in the presence of Catholicos Mathews II, where the two separated Orthodox Churches celebrated together for the first time in 25 years. The ecumenical services had been meticulously·prepared by a committee, the texts of the prayers and songs were available in written form in English and Malayalam. On Sunday the foreign delegates went to the different churches (Good Shepherd Cathedral, Mar Elia Cathedral, Jerusalem Mar Thoma Church, Cathedral of the Church of South India, Christ the King Cathedral, St. Joseph’s Cathedral, Lourdes Forane Church, St. Mary’s Church), where they held sermons or speeches.
3. The conviction was expressed that this type of symposium for the propagation of ecumenical achievements in certain regions ought to be repeated (Syria/ Lebanon, Ethiopia, Armenia). Special attention should·be given to the response and opinions of the audience representing all levels of the churches concerned. The incorporation of ecumenical results into everyday parish life and activities of the pastors is of vital importance. Papers and discussions should be held in the locally dominant language and focus on the real problems of Christians at the grass-root level such as participation in the sacraments, baptism and mixed-marriages, all of which have come to be a symbol of division.
4. The publication of PRO ORIENTE documentations not only in English but for the first time also in Malayalam was generally welcomed. For ecumenical results to become everyday practice their presentation in a comprehensible terminology and language spoken by the Christians concerned is essential. The publication of the papers and a summary of the discussions of the Kerala Regional Symposium both in English and Malayalam was welcomed. In this way it will be an important tool for participants passing on the knowledge acquired and the experiences made. Institu​tions of theological formation should make a point of providing ecumenical litera​ture in their libraries.
5. The following common convictions were expressed:
a) the Christological problems of the Council of Chalcedon are resolved, both the Chalcedonian and the non-Chalcedonian Churches have preserved the true Christian faith throughout history; human language and terminology, however, do not suffice to express divine truths;
b) the Vienna Consultations helped clarify the misunderstandings of the past 15 centuries; this is why their results must be passed on to the people at the grass-roots;
c) the symposium kindled an ecumenical light which must be sustained;
d) the follow-up should be conducted by a permanent committee identical with the organizing committee and with a cooption of members of the churches so far not represented;
e) similar symposia should be held for Christians outside Kerala, with a special emphasis on people belonging to the Oriental tradition, as well as for young theologians and seminarists in Kerala;
f) the presented publication of the results of the Vienna Dialogue in a booklet in English and Malayalam and the planned documentation of the symposium in both English and Malayalam were welcomed;
g) the experience of common worship was a precious gift;
h) almost everybody agreed on having one Indian Church;
i) in order to overcome historical divisions and to build a common Indian Church any denominationalism or Indian nationalism must be avoided; this must also include as broad a vision as possible of the rich Indian heritage;
j) some foreign contacts create problems, nevertheless it must be born in mind that foreign agencies brought the gospel to India and helped in its spreading;
k) the ecumenical triangle of fraternal contacts, joint studies and theological research, and common prayer and practical cooperation is the basis for stable ecumenical future prospects;
l) unity must be manifested to the world and is essential for the mission of the Church;
m) witnessing the love of Christ is more important than increasing the number of Christians. 
6. The following subjects were proposed for further study:
a) the interpretation of the mystery of our faith in 20th-century language and its articulation in terms of the Indian culture;
b) the creation and preservation of unity and communion without giving up diversity, particularly as far as the identity of smaller churches is concerned;
c) the principles and models of future unity;
d) a new interpretation of conversion and baptism;
e) the search for an Indian Christian identity has now been started and should be continued; this should include a definition of the Christian heritage in India and future church structures; at the same time it must be avoided that the nation or nationalism becomes a criterion for an Indian national church;
f) ways of exercising authority in new and future-oriented forms, collegial authority was recommended;
g) the experimentation with new structures instead of reproducing the old ones;
h) textbooks for religious instruction with an ecumenical view of history written in favourable language;
i) statement of the uniqueness of Christ and the witness for him in the face of non-Christian faiths and acceptance of their value for the Indian tradition;
j) need of a dialogue with other religions avoiding the two extreme positions either claiming that all religions are the same or that non-Christian beliefs are devilish;
k) ecumenical studies of the history of the Synod of Diamper in 1599 and the Coonan Cross Oath of 1653;
l) examination of the feasibility of a local PRO ORIENTE centre.

7. It was suggested that the PRO ORIENTE Standing Committee propose the following issues to the competent church authorities for further consideration: 
a) special efforts to make the results of the Vienna Dialogue penetrate to the faithful;
b) so far no official body for the assessment of the consultations has been set up although their results have found their way into the churches, sometimes with explicit reference to and acknowledgement of the Vienna texts, particularly in jointly signed documents;
c) circulation of a joint pastoral letter about the PRO ORIENTE symposium issued by the bishops in Kerala;
d) dropping of anathemata from liturgy;
e) ecumenical sacramental hospitality in the diaspora;
f) there is no longer any theological reason for remaining divided, the division is a problem of leadership, heads of churches do not want to give up any position;
g) there is a gap between the theory and the practice of ecumenism, that is to say ecumenical results do not always reach the people outside the ecumenical circles and sometimes practices are introduced at the grass-roots without official backing;
8. It was suggested that the following issues should be brought to the attention of church authorities in India:
a) prayer for the other churches’ bishops and prelates;
b) creation of ecumenical secretariates in every church;
c) meetings of bishops, priests, theologians and lay people for common studies and cooperation every one or two months;
d) establishment of local or regional ecumenical study groups visiting the churches and attending services;
e) clergy meetings with guests from the other churches when ecumenical problems are discussed;
f) meetings of theologians of various fields;
g) exchange of preachers once a month or every other month;
h) cooperation for working out a common edition of the bible and a hymn book as well as common textbooks for religious instruction and history;
i) synodal discussions about problems of Christian education;
j) the possibility of debating certain issues of common interest and general importance for all the Christian churches in ecumenical bishops’ meetings; one such issue would be the development of a common Christian standpoint on marriage, common rules for Christian marriage in India and an ecumenical marriage cere​mony with the active participation of priests of different churches, especially for cases of confessionally mixed marriages;
k) the same should be done for funerals, especially in families with different church adherences;
l) creation of a permanent ecumenical bishops’ conference which might issue common declarations for the problems·mentioned in the previous point;
m) encouragement of peaceful coexistence and cooperation in social and charity work and such humanitarian aid as poverty relief and help for the unemployment;
n) the churches in India must become for effective in human rights problems;
o) a moratorium for all law suits before civil courts;
p) development of a mechanism for the reconciliation of different juridical positions and other matters of dispute between the church communities through discussion and arbitration;
q) the inclusion of the problem of the dalits into the ecumenical dialogue;
r) official church media should give space for other denominations.
9. Education and the Mass Media
The public awareness created was quite impressing. A week before the event Metropolitan Powathil and General Secretary Stirnemann gave a press conference. Almost daily there were several columns of coverage with pictures, not only in the major Kerala daylies but also beyond. Banners and signs annouced the event at the different venues.
In view of the great importance of the matter and the willingness of the churches concerned there should be a close link with educational institutions and the mass media.
Here the following points are to be considered:
a) ecumenical aspects in the formation of priests;
b) confessionally mixed groups for updating the knowledge of biblical studies of priests and theologians;
c) development of an ecumenical curriculum for Sunday schools;
d) development of an ecumenical curriculum for Christian education;
e) the major theological faculties should be well-informed about the results of the symposium and set up a special ecumenical commission for further efforts;
f) teachers of the various theological faculties should meet occasionally;
g) representatives of other seminaries should be invited to students’ conferences;
h) a report and the results of the PRO ORIENTE symposium should be published in church publications;
i) publication of articles of non-members in the official periodicals of each denomination;
j) establishment of an ecumenical library with books, magazines and audiovisual aids, run by various denominations. 
10. Assyrian Church of the East
There was satisfaction that the bishop of the Assyrian Church present, Mar Aprem, agreed with the PRO ORIENTE Christological statement. H.H. Catholicos Mathews II greeted it with enthusiasm. Mar Aprem deplored the rejection of the Nestorian position in the communiqués of the first two Consultations.
He stated that not using the term Theotokos by the non-Ephesinian church does not imply a denial of the Holy Virgin being the Mother of God.
The Assyrian Church is neither pro- nor anti-Chalcedonian, since the responsibles of the Persian church were not able to attend the Council of Chalcedon because of the on-going war between the Persian and the Roman Empires.
The Christology of the Persian church should be studied and a dialogue initiated with theologians of all the churches of Syriac tradition.
11. The organization was ensured by a 10-member Organizing Committee under the efficient chairmanship of the Malabar Catholic Metropolitan of Changanacherry, Mar Joseph Powathil. Fr. Johns Abraham Konat acted as Secretary, Fr. Kuriakose Moolajil as Vice-Secretary. The other members were: Metropolitan Mar Aprem, Bishop Geevarghese Mar Thimotheos, Fr. Adai Jacoub, Bishop Sam Mathew, Metropolitan Mathews Mar Severios, Metropolitan Thomas Mar Thimo​theos, Bishop Peter Thuruthikonam and Bishop Zachariah Mar Theophilos. This Committee, which functioned without any frictions whatsoever between the representatives of the different - often quite contrasting - churches, set up sub-comittees for civic receptions, reception and accommodation, liturgy, correspondence and programme as well as publicity.
There were greeting messages of H.H. Patriarch Zakka I Iwas, Protector of PRO ORIENTE, the Cardinals Hans Hermann Groër, Archbishop of Vienna, and Franciscus König, former Archbishop of Vienna, Founder and Protector of PRO ORIENTE, the President of PRO ORIENTE, Dr. Rudolf Kirchschläger, and of the Metropolitan of Aleppo, Mar Gregorios Yohanna Ibrahim. They were received with great enthusiasm. From Rome Cardinal Cassidy of the Council for Unity and Cardinal Silvestrini of the Oriental Congregation had sent messages.
Moreover, the Council for Unity was represented by an observer, Fr. Bernard Dubasque, the responsible for the Oriental Orthodox Churches in this dicastery. Besides, there were observers from the Kerala Council of Churches, the National Council of Churches in India and the two jurisdictions of the Assyrian Church of the East.
12. The hospitality shown by the churches was overwhelming. Every night the approximately 200 people were treated to a seated meal hosted by the Malabar Catholic, (autocephalous) Malankara Orthodox Syrian and the (Antiochian) Syrian Orthodox Churches as well as by the Mar Thoma Church and the Church of South India.
These dinners were all attended by the Catholicos of the autocephalous church, Baselios Mar Thoma Mathews II, as well as by the heads and bishops of many other churches and senior representatives of public life (headed by Madam Collector of Kottayam District Mrs. Sheela Thomas).
A civic reception for about 400 guests featured three hours of addresses, with representatives of all the churches concerned, PRO ORIENTE, the National Council of Churches in India, the Kerala Council of Churches, the Kerala government as well the Muslim and Hindu communities taking the floor. The Archbishop Major of Ernakulam, the Head of the synodally newly established Malankara Catholic Church, Antony Cardinal Padiyara, and the Apostolic Pro-Nuncio Mons. Giorgio Zur expressed their encouragement of the event.
On behalf of Cardinal Groer, the General Secretary awarded H.H. Catholicos Mathews II the diploma of his proclamation as a Protector of PRO ORIENTE issued by the competent bodies of PRO ORIENTE (he thus was honoured in the same way as the Patriarch of Antioch, Zakka I Iwas).
(Quelle/Published in: Booklet 6, Vienna 1995)
