Report and Suggestions of the Mashreq Symposium organized by PRO ORIENTE in Kaslik University from September 23rd  to 27th   1994 
1. The participants of the PRO ORIENTE's Mashreq Symposium - bishops, theo​logians, clergy and faithful of the Syrian Orthodox, the Syrian Catholic, the Maronite, the Armenian Apostolic, the Armenian Catholic, the Melchite, the Coptic Orthodox, the Latin and the Protestant Churches - gratefully expressed the usefulness of this meeting organized by the Vienna-based foundation on the invitation of the Oriental Orthodox and Catholic Patriarchs in the Holy Spirit University in Kaslik near Beyrouth.  The aim was to inform the large spectrum of church representatives about the progress achieved in ecumenism over the last 25 years through the Vienna Dialogue between theologians of the Oriental Orthodox and the Roman Catholic Churches as well as the Common Declarations between Heads of Churches and the official and unofficial theological dialogues engaged so far between Rome and the individual Oriental Orthodox churches.
Thus, the Standing Committee of PRO ORIENTE, bringing together representatives of the Oriental Orthodox churches and PRO ORIENTE ecumenists, realized its intention to familiarize Christian opinion leaders with the result of the five consultations of 1971, 1973, 1976, 1978 and 1988 and of the PRO ORIENTE Study Seminars on Primacy (1991), on Councils and Conciliarity (1992) and on Ecclessiology (July 1994), thereby, eventually reaching the faithful in all walks of life in the churches concerned.  Participants and organizers were unanimous about the success and usefulness of this undertaking.
The impact of this important meeting for the countries of the Mashreq was largely due to the support PRO ORIENTE was able to receive from the protectors of PRO ORIENTE such as His Holiness Patriarch Ignatius Zakka I Iwas and His Eminence Cardinal König who himself inaugurated together the Regional Symposium with His Holiness Katholikos Karekin II of the Great House of Cilicia and their Beatitudes the Maronite Patriarch Cardinal Nasrallah Sfeir, the Armenian Catholic Patriarch Kasparian, the Chaldean Patriarch Rafael Bidawid. The participants were also pleased and honored by the presence of the representatives of the Syrian Orthodox, the Syrian Catholic as well as of the Greek Orthodox and the Greek Catholic Patriarchs of Antioch. During the four days of animated and opened discussions, participants testified to true ecumenical brotherhood and could experience a deep sense of spiritual communion in prayers and liturgies.
2. Participants listened to and discussed papers on Ecumenism and the Vienna Dialogue between theologians of the Oriental Orthodox and Roman Catholic churches delivered in English and Arabic alternatively. Speakers and topics run as follows: 
- Ecumenism and the Vienna Dialogue with Oriental Orthodoxy, Purpose and Results:  President Alfred Stirnemann, Vienna; Metropolitan Amba Bishoy, Damiette, Egypt 
- The Vienna Christological Consensus: Archbishop Aram Keshishian, Antelias, Beyrouth; Archimandrite Nicolas Antiba, Lebanon;  Archbishop Mar Gregorius of Aleppo, Syria and Father Elie Khalifé Hashem, Kaslik. 
- The discussion of ecclessiology in the Vienna consultations:  Archbishop Mar Theophilos of Mount Lebanon, Beyrouth; Archbishop Mesrob K. Krikorian, Vienna; Archbishop Cyrille Salim Bustros of Baalbek, Lebanon; Father Paul Sayah, Beyrouth, Lebanon (now Archbishop of Haifa).
All papers received a vivid response.  
The symposium opened with common ecumenical prayers led by the patriarchs and bishops of the different churches. Participants attended the Eucharistic liturgy of the different church communities with members of the other churches present in an ecumenical spirit. 
3. The conviction was expressed that this type of symposium for the propagation in certain regions (such as India, Armenia, Ethiopia and also in certain countries of Europe and America) of the ecumenical achievements reached between theologians of the Oriental Orthodox and the Roman Catholic churches and through the Vienna Dialogue in particular should be repeated. Special attention should be given to the response and opinion of the audience representing all levels of the churches concerned. The implementation of ecumenical results into the everyday life the congregations and activities of their pastors are of vital importance.  First, the majority of participants should preferably come from one country (or region) only papers and discussions held in the locally domi​nant language and focus on the real problems of ordinary Christian people such as participation in the sacraments, mixed marriages and different dates of Christian feasts, all of which have come to be a symbol of division.
4. The publication of PRO ORIENTE documentation not only in English but also in the national languages was welcome by everybody. The fact that the minutes of the Wadi Natrun Regional Symposium of 1991 (booklet 3) as well as the booklet on Com​muniqués and Joint Documents (booklet 1) and the Summaries of the Papers (booklet 2) were available in English and Arabic, was an advantage for the participants.  The penetration into the practical life of the churches depends on the presentation in comprehensible terminology and language spoken by Christians and the respective churches is essential. The publication of the papers and the summary of the discussions also of this Mashreq Symposium in English and Arabic is most welcome.  Participants are willing to report back home what they have heard and learned, thus, multiplying the positive effect of these endeavours. Institutions of theological formation should make a point of  providing ecumenical literatures in their libraries.
On the following points, there was great unanimity among the participants:  
a. The Christological formula of Vienna was positively and extensively accepted, it should be presented always, everywhere and in every way.
b. Anathemata should be lifted on all sides especially its use in liturgical books.
c. In the spirit of the Vienna Dialogue and its christological formula, history books should be revised and re-written.
d. Models of unity should be presented and discussed in ecumenical meetings and study seminars by study and research groups.
e. The first three ecumenical councils enjoy the highest authority and the largest acceptance among all the historical church meetings.
f. Settlements of problems of mixed marriages and mutual pastoral assistance are of primary importance for the Christian communities.
g. Everywhere where there are not yet ecumenical councils on the local, regional or national level in existence, they should be founded.
h. Prayer groups especially at the occasion of the week for the Prayer for Christian Unity, at Pentecost and at special occasions should organize common prayers among the christians. 

6. There was a series of proposals for further studies which found a wide agreement: 
a. The special role of the Pope (Petrine Ministry and Primacy) in the third millennium.
b. Common historical studies in order to avoid contradictory interpretation of historical facts.
c. How could  the old principle of having one bishop in one city be re-established.
d. How authority can be exercized in the church and the role of bishops and councils of bishops.
e. Programs for preventing Christians to emigrate from the country of their fathers and forefathers.
f. Possibilities of dialogue with the Assyrian Church of the East.
g. Restoration of the unity within the Patriarchate of Antioch and ways to secure the existence of only one patriarch.  

7. Participants were most grateful for the organization of this event. Special debt of gratitude is owed to the patriarchs for their encouragement and invitation especially for His Holiness Catholicos Karekin II, their Beatitudes Cardinal Nasrallah Sfeir, Patriarch Kasparian and Patriarch Bidawid and to the Rector and Staff of the University of the Holy Spirit in Kaslik (USEK) and for the members of the Standing Committee of PRO ORIENTE. We thank the President of the Republic of Lebanon Mr. Elie Hrauwi for receiving the Chair of the Regional Symposium and for his help and support. Further thanks go to the Pro-Nuncio Archbishop Pablo Puente, to the Austrian Ambassador in Damascus Dr. Robert Karas, to the  Honorary Consul of Austria in Saida, Mr. Khalil Fattal and to many personalities of the public life of Lebanon such as the former Prime Ministers Solch. The presence of observers from the Pontifical Council Promoting Christian Unity, from the Middle East Council of Churches and from the Assyrian Church of the East was an additional motivation.
(Quelle/Published in: Booklet 8, Vienna 1998)
