 Joint Communiqué of the Third Non-official Consultation on Dialogue within the Syriac Tradition, Chicago July 1997 
In the last working session of the Third Syriac Consultation, organized by the Vienna based PRO ORIENTE Foundation, the participants agreed on the following:
The Third non-official Syriac Consultation on Dialogue within the Syriac tradition took place at the Center for Development in Ministry, at the University of St. Mary of the Lake, Mundelein, Illinois, USA, from July 8th to 11th, 1997, at the invitation of Mar Dinkha IV, Catholicos Patriarch of the Assyrian Church of the East, residing in Morton Grove, Illinois, and the late Joseph Cardinal Bernardin, Catholic Archbishop of Chicago.
For this Syriac Consultation PRO ORIENTE invited participants from the Oriental Catholic Churches (Chaldean, Syrian, Maronite, Malabar and Malan​kara), from the Oriental Orthodox Chur​ches (Syrian Orthodox of Antioch and Malankara Orthodox of India) and the Assyrian Church of the East (old and new calendar), namely all who share a common spiritual and liturgical heritage in the Syriac language and traditions.
Observers were present from the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity, the Coptic Orthodox Church, the Mar Thoma Syrian Church, the National Conference of Catholic Bishops of the USA, the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Chicago, the Catholic Near East Welfare Association, and the Faculty of Mundelein Seminary, along with expert scholars and the staff of PRO ORIENTE.
After a preliminary session in which the speakers discussed the mission of the PRO ORIENTE Foundation, the ecumenical activities of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Chicago, and the Illinois Conference of Churches, Patriarch Mar Dinkha IV and Archbishop Francis E. George OMI, of the Archdiocese of Chicago, formally opened the Third PRO ORIENTE Syriac Consultation with prayer. Archbishop George welcomed the participants to the University of St. Mary of the Lake and he reminded those present that ”each culture can become a locus theologicus, a vessel of Christ´s truth.”
Patriarch Mar Dinkha IV, for his part, took this occasion to make the following announcements of great ecumenical importance: 
1.
At its meeting in Chicago, 23 June – 1 July, 1997, the Holy Synod of the Assyrian Church of the East made the decision to remove from their liturgical books the anathemata and all condemnations voiced against such figures as Patriarch Cyril of Alexandria and Patriarch Severus of Antioch. 
2.
The Holy Synod of the Assyrian Church of the East also decided, in concert with an earlier decision of the Holy Synod of the Chaldean Catholic Church, to inaugurate a bilateral program and agenda to bring about the full ecclesial union of the two churches. The agreement is scheduled to be signed by the two patriarchs on 15 August 1997 in Roselle, Ill., on the occasion of the joint consecration of the altar of Mart Maryam church by Patriarch Dinkha IV and Patriarch Raphael Bidawid.  
Archbishop Francis E. George announced that he would ask the Latin parishes of the Archdiocese of Chicago to rejoice in prayer with these two Oriental Churches on August 15, 1997, on the occasion of the signing of the agreement by the two patriarchs.
The topics under discussion in the working sessions of the consultation were three: 
1.
”The Person and Teaching of Theodore of Mopsuestia, and the Relationship between him, his Teaching and the Church of the East with a Special Reference to the Three Chapters Controversy.” 
2.
”The Person and Teaching of Nestorius of Constantinople with a Special Reference to his Condemnation at the Council of Ephesus.” 
3.
”Studies on Anathemata and their Lifting in Relationship to the Question of Ecclesial Communion and Heresy.”
1. Relying on the accomplishments of the First and Second Syriac Consultations, held in 1994 and 1996 in Vienna, particularly the clarification of the differing senses of the crucial terms: physis, hypostasis, prosopon, kyânâ, qnômâ and parsôpâ as they are used respectively in our several traditions, we have reviewed the person and works of Theodore of Mopsuestia. In the light of the modern recovery of more of his works than were available to earlier generations, and in the light of the universal esteem in which he was held in his lifetime, we all agree that it is time to re-evaluate the anathema imposed on Theodore´s person and works at the second Council of Constantinople in 553 AD, one hundred and twenty-five years after Theodore´s death. We recommend that our churches consider whether they could remove the anathema from their memories. 
2. Similarly, in regard to the person and works of Nestorius, patriarch of Constantinople, we wish that a distinction should be made between the person of Nestorius, his faith and his pastoral concern on the one hand, and the heresy called ”Nestorianism” on the other. Furthermore, we take notice of the fact that the Assyrian Church of the East had no part in the Christologicial controversies in which Nestorius was involved. Patriarch Nestorius is not the founder of the Church of the East, as is often assumed, nor one of its hierarchs, but he became one of their honored teachers.
3. Regarding the issue of the anathemata of the past, pronounced by synods and hierarchs in the context of the controversies that have divided our churches, we dedicate ourselves to the search for appropriate ways to lift them especially from liturgical texts, as an act of love and mutual respect.
With regard to the expressions Theotokos and Christotokos, we agree to respect the preferred usage of each community since we now realize that these terms can express the same apostolic faith.  
We propose that our several churches undertake to rewrite our histories of the Christological controversies that have separated us, with a view to removing the language of invective used in the past against fathers and teachers whose views cannot be fully endorsed by all. Furthermore, we agree not to use polemical language in our descriptions of persons, institutions, and doctrinal formulae of our sister churches.
Since the three Syriac Consultations have covered some of the key doctrinal issues that separated our churches in the past, it is equally important now to turn to the large common ground that unites us. So we recommend to the PRO ORIENTE Foundation and to our churches that future consultations be devoted to further exploring the ecumenically positive aspects of the theological and historical experience that bind us together as sister churches. We propose the following as possible themes for future study:
1.
Sacraments, sacramentality and sacramental theology especially starting with the three sacraments of initiation namely baptism, confirmation/myron and Eucharist;
2.
Ecclesiology and especially the question of authority in its various expressions like synodal authority and primatial authority as practiced in the Syriac Churches in the past as well as today;
3.
Mission in the churches of the Syriac tradition – its theology and practice in both historical and contemporary experience;
4.
Spirituality – liturgical, monastic and popular: its sources, orientation and contem​po​rary expressions in the churches of the Syriac tradition;
5.
Common witness and service to the world.
Patriarch Mar Dinkha IV and the Syrian Orthodox metropolitans paricipating in the Consultation informed the members that during these days of our meetings Patriarch Mar Dinkha IV and Mor Ignatius Zakka I Iwas, Patriarch of Antioch and All the East, have confirmed by letter that they have agreed to appoint a bilateral commission to explore ways to bring about a rapprochement between their churches.
In the evenings the participants in the Syriac Consultation were invited to prayer and agape with the Assyrian Church of the East, and at St. John Syrian Orthodox Church, St. Ephrem Chaldean Church and Our Lady of Lebanon Maronite Church, all in the Chicago area. Patriarch Mar Kinkha IV was present on these occasions and he spoke warmly and encouragingly of the need to persist in the endeavor to bring about the union of the churches of Syriac tradition. Furthermore, Mar Dinkha IV encouraged the participating churches to work together in pastoral and other practical projects pending the removal of the barriers that still separate them.
All the participants are grateful for the grace-filled days and evenings during which they have been able to give glory to God together as they have dedicated themselves to promoting ecclesial unity among the churches of Syriac patristic and liturgical heritage. Our hope is that the new millennium will find our churches taking ever more concrete steps toward achieving that union in faith and love of one another for which our Lord, Jesus Christ prayed to his Father, ”That they may be one as we are one.” (Jn 17, 11).
(Quelle/Published in: Syriac Dialogue 3, Vienna 1997)
