Communiqué
of the "Third Non-official Ecumenical Consultation between Theologians of the Oriental Orthodox and the Roman Catholic Churches", organized by the foundation PRO ORIENTE, in Vienna, August 30-Sept. 5, 1976
For the third time we have gathered together as a non-official Consultation of Oriental Orthodox and Roman Catholic theologians, here in Vienna, from August 30th to September 5th, 1976, upon invitation of the PRO ORIENTE foundation. 
On the basis of the wide area of Christological agreement in the first two Consultations, which we reaffirmed here, we sought to enter into the question of an understanding of the nature of the Church, and the structure of its unity. Unity is Christ's gift to His Church, and is not merely the result of human endeavours. While this unity allowes for a multiplicity of traditions. the diversity has to be held together by basic unity in fundamental matters. 
One of our concerns in this third non-official Consultation has been to discuss the notions "local" Church, the "universal" Church and Church Catholic. We confessed that it is the same mystery of the One, Holy, Catholic, Apostolic Church, the Body of our Rise and Ascended Lord, that is manifest both in the "local" Church and in the "universal" Church. One and the same Church, for there cannot be more than one, is manifested both locally and universally as a koinonia of truth and love, characterized by eucharistic communion and the corporate unity of the episcopate. The unite of the Church ahs its source and prototype in the unity of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, iinto which we have been baptized. 
Today all our Churches are spreading world-wide. As a consequence, more than before, we experience today in many places, both our sharing of much in common of the Christian faith and life, and also our disunity insofar as we are unable to manifest fully the unity of the Church in truth and love, in eucharistic communion and unity of the episcopate. 
We have studied together the notion of conciliarity, i.e. the understanding of the Church as a koinonia, so essential to the nature of the church as the Body of Christ, and so clearly visible in the structure of its life and leadership from the very inception. It is the Holy Spirit who leads us into all truth and all unity through councils and other means; it is to Him that we look in hope for a council in which the unity of the one church in truth and love, in eucharistic communion and episcopal unity can be publicly affirmed and manifested. 
In our discussions we distinguished between the council or synod as an event, and the synod as an apsect of the continuing structure of the church's life. As for the council as an event, we could not agree on how and by whom such a world-wide council of our Churches should be convoked and conducted, nor could we agree completely on the procedure for the reception of past and future councils. We also took note of the fact, that whle the Roman catholic Church regards many of the councils held after the Ecumenical Council of Ephesus 431 as - although in a differentiated sense - "ecumenical", the Oriental Orthodox Churches are unable to so regard them. 
We wished to affirm the right of the churches to convoke a council whenever found necessary and possible though there is no necessity to hold ecumenical councils at given intervals as a permanent structure of the Church. We recognize the need of structures of coordination between the autocephalous churches for the settlement of disputes and for facing together the problems and tasks confronting our churches in the modern world. 
As an unofficial consultation, we are not in a position to act as official representatives of our Churches or to take decisions in their name. We offere here to our Churches the results of our experience , out of which we make the following proposals: 
1. PRO ORIENTE, to which we owe so mcuh, should be requested to take the necessary steps to prepare a fourth unofficial consultation in Vienna in the nearest possible futre which will focus mainly on two issues: 
a) Papal primacy and jurisdiction - theoretical considereations and practical implications; and
b) the status of the Catholic Churches of Oriental Rites - ecclesiological and pratical considerations. 
2. The Churches be requested to set up a Joint Commission composed of bishops, theologians and canonists, in order to 
a) look more closely into the agreements and disagreements in the unofficial consultations and present them to church authorities and people for study; 
b) examine more closely the issues and actions which continue to irritate our churches and harm relations between them - proselytism, practices regarding marriages and other sacraments, the use of outside resources for objectives not in harmony with the good of our churches - and to make specific recommendations for changing the situations; 
c) look into the possibility of convening assemblies of representatives of the various churches in the different nations and regions, in order to make people in our churches more aware of the unity that now exists;
d) make recommendations to the churches regarding further steps that need to be taken along the road to full unity like the withdrawal of anathemata, and a more systematic organization of the exchange of students and professors, mutual visits by prelates, inter-church aid projects. 
Once again we acknowledge with grateful hearts the guidance of the Holy Spirit in our work here, which was throughout characterized by genuine openness and desire to understand each other. As theologians we join fervently in the prayer of our Lord and of the Church that the day may soon come when the unity of all will be more manifestly seen and experienced bearing fruit in truth, love, joy and peace. 
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