Communiqué
of the "Fifth Non-official Ecumenical Consultation between Theologians of the Oriental Orthodox and the Roman Catholic Churches", organized by the foundation PRO ORIENTE, in Vienna, Sept. 18-25,1988
The fifth non-official ecumenical consultation between theologians of the Oriental Orthodox Churches and the Roman Catholic Church was held at the Bildungshaus Lainz, Vienna from Sunday, September 18th to Sunday, September 25th, 1988. 
The purpose of the fifth meeting, as according to the agenda explained by co-chairmen Bishop Mesrob Krikorian (Oriental Orthodox) and Fr. John Long SJ (Roman Catholic), was to review the work of the series of four meetings in 1971,73,76 and 78, to assess official actions taken by the churches in the past ten years, and to chart stept to overcome the remaining obstacles on the path to the restoration of full communion. 
There were nine participants from the fice Oriental Orthodox Churches, each delegation led by a bishop. Among Roman Catholic participants there were three members of the hierarchy among the nine theologians. Observers came from the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity, from the Russian Orthodox Church, and from the Anglican Communion, as well as from the Coptic and Armenian Catholic Churches; and the Foundation PRO ORIENTE was represented by a delegation of three, including the President and the Secretary General. 
The opening liturgy was celebrated in the neighbouring Syrian Orthodox Parish Church of St. Ephrem, with His Grace Dr. Paulos Mar Gregorios of India, a President of the World Council of Churches as celebrant and His Eminence Dr. Hans Hermann Groër, Cardinal Archbishop of Vienna preached the sermon. H.E. Cardinal Groër also formally inaugurated the consultation later. Every working day began with a liturgy of one of the six Churches. The concluding worship was a celebration of High Mass in the Metropolitan and Episcopal Cathedral of Vienna with H.E. Hans Hermann Cardinal Groër as chief celebrant and H.G. Archbishop Timothios of Kefa as preacher. 
More than 20 papers were presented on the purpose of the Consultation, on assessment of the theological significance of the four Vienna Consultations, and on consideration of past proposals and future plans leading to restoration of love, trust and communion among the churches. In this connection, four papers, two from each side, were presented on the theological, i.e. Trinitarian, Christological and Ecclesiological implications of liturgical texts of the praying Church. 
The conversations were held in a cordial atmosphere of openness and love, with mutual respect and faithfulness to the tradition of the Church, trusting in the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
The Consultation noted with gratitude the fact that the christological consensus arrived at in the first four Consultations had led to joint statements affirming a common faith by His Holiness Pope Paul VI and His Holiness Pope Shenouda III of Alexandria as well as Pope John Paul II of Rome and His Holiness Patriarch Zakka I Iwas of Antioch. It was noted with gratitude that a common statement on Christology was formally approved by the Episcopal Synod of the Coptic Orthodox Church and signed by the official representatives of the Coptic Orthodox Church and the Roman Catholic Church in February 1988. This common statement made use of the formulations developed at the Vienna Consultations. 
The fifth Consultation emphasized that the great mystery of the Incarnation of the Son of God could not be exhaustively formulated in words, and that within the limits of condemned errors like Arianism, Nestorianism and Eutycheanism, a certain plurality of expressions was permissible in relation to the inseparable and unconfused hypostatic union of the human and the divine in the one Lord Jesus Christ, the Word of God incarnate by the Holy spirit of the Blessed Virgin Mary, consubstantial with God the Father in His divinity and consubstantial with us in his humanity. 
A second major positive result of the first four Vienna Consultations was in relation to mutual anathemata. Several churches have, in the interest of better ecumenical relations, given up condemning fathers and teachers of the other side by name in their liturgical practice. It was recognized that it may not be possible or necessary to lift these ancient anathemata formally; wrong teaching should however continue to be reproved. 
In relation to councils, it was reaffirmed that our common ecumenical basis is the faith of the first three Ecumenical Councils, i.e. Nicaea (325), Constantinople (381) and Ephesus (431). In relation to the Council of Chalcedon and later councils it was recognized that the Oriental Orthodox Churches were not in a position formally to accept these councils irrespective of the question whether they actually participated in these later councils or not. The later councils should continue to be a subject of common study and reflection in the light of the historical circumstances of the time when they were held, and with due consideration to their faithfulness or otherwise to the Apostolic Tradition of the Church. 
In relation to the question of "reception" of councils, we saw that conciliar decision, confirmation of the decisions, and their reception by the churches were integral parts of a single process, not to be separated from each other. There are some decisions of councils regarded as ecumenical which have not been received by all churches. There are also canonical decrees of the council of Chalcedon and later councils which find their place in the canons of some Oriental Orthodox Churches, even when they refuse to receive the doctrinal formulations or horos of these councils. In general the Oriental Orthodox Churches did not see the necessity of a formal confirmation - procedure intervening between decision and reception, except as an action by local synods forming an integral part of the reception process. It was also recognized that the substance of a particular decision of a council can be integrated into the living tradition of a church without a formal reception of the conciliar decision as such. 
On the question of primacy, it was recognized that each Church has its own form of primacy. The responsibility of a Primate, be he Patriarch, Catholic or Pope, is not understood in the same way in the different churches though all recognize that primacy is related to the conciliar life of the church. 
In the Oriental Orthodox Churches, primacy is exercised within each church and not by one church over the others. However, when primates meet in an ecclesial context, there is an agreed protocol of rank attributed to them. 
According to the Roman Catholic understanding, by vitue of his primacy within the communion of churches, the Bishop of Rome exercises a unique service ordered to maintain the unity of the churches. 
It is clear, then, that here must be further reflection on the question of primacy, what it means, how it is to be exercised within a church, as well as among the many churches. To aid this reflection, it is proposed that here be discussions which will include the following questions: 
1. authority in the Church as having its roots in the sacramentality of the Church; 
2. personal and synodical authority in the Church beyond the level of the local bishop considered from the liturgical, canonical and pastoral tradition of each of the churches;
3. conciliarity as an expression of communion of churches in the light of the two previous subjects. 
With regard to an ecclesiological basis for the unity of the Church, the Consultation saw the need both for autonomy and decentralization of authority on the one hand, and for some central coordination on the other. The concrete theological and practical principles for working this out were not fully agreed upon but it is hoped that the studies mentioned above will make a significant contribution to further agreement oon this matter. 
In order to move forward the recommendations made here, the Consultations proposes to PRO ORIENTE, the formation of a small group, which will meet more frequently and search out the most effective methods to implement these recommendations and encourage the continuation of this work. Among its activities will be to gather from the churches those further issues which they consider necessary for, or of vital importance to the dialogue between our churches and arrange for the proper discussion of these. Some of these issues which have already been suggested among the participants are a consideration e.g. of the "procession of the Holy Spirit" and the "immaculate conception". 
Furthermore the Consultation renews the statement of the 1976 meeting and earnestly requests that a Joint Commission composed of bishops, theologians and pastoral ministers bet set up by churches represented here which will: 
a) look more closely into the agreements and disagreements which have been uncovered in these unofficial consultations and present them to Church authorities and people for study and action; 
b) examine the issues and actions which continue to harm relations between the churches and make specific recommendations for changing the situation; 
c) make recommendations to the churches regarding practical steps that need to be taken towards promoting common action, where possible, and further steps towards unity. 
Finally, the Consultation urgently appeals to all of the churches represented here to set up a joint official body to engage in that formal dialogue between the Roman Catholic Church and the family of the Oriental Orthodox Churches which will have as its objective the achievement of full communion in faith and sacramental life. 
The members of the Consultation were received at the presidential residence by His Excellency, Dr. Kurt Waldheim, President of the Federal Republic of Austria, at a dinner in Mariazell, offered by the Governor of Styria, Dr. Josef Krainer, at a luncheon in the monastery of Klosterneuburg, offered by Mag. Siegfried Ludwig, Governor of the State of Lower Austria. After assisting at the Armenian Liturgy in St. Hripsime Church, they were received by the Armenian community. Sunday evening, September 25th, all assisted at the Eucharistic Liturgy in St. Stephen's Cathedral presided over by His Eminence, Hans Hermann Cardinal Groër, during which Archbishop Timotheos of Kefa of the Ethiopian Church, preached the homily. 
The participants prayed at the tomb of Mons. Otto Mauer, one of the principal initiators of these consultations, visited the Cistercian monastery of Heiligenkreuz where they assisted at the office of the monks and joined them for lunch, and in the Basilica of Mariazel, they offered special prayers at this renowned place of pilgrimage. One of the special intentions of prayers during this week was that for peace with justice in the world, and particularly in the Middle East. 
The participants are grateful for the warm hospitality shown them by the Austrian people. They express their appreciation to the Foundation PRO ORIENTE for sponsoring this unique consultation and, in particular to its president Dr. Theodor Piffl-Percevic, its secretary general Dkfm. Alfred Stirnemann and its theological consultant Prof. Dr. Philipp Harnoncourt for their outstanding efforts in bringing it to a successful conclusion. 
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