Press Communiqué 

The patristic colloquy of the foundation PRO ORIENTE 

“The Unity and Catholicity of the Church”

From the 27th to the 30th of June 2007 there took place the fourth patristic colloquy of the foundation PRO ORIENTE in the Orthodox Monastery of Brancoveanu at Sambata de Sus near Sibiu, Romania, on the theme “The Unity and Catholicity of the Church”. During the preceding patristic colloquy which took place in 2005 at Luxembourg the Romanian Orthodox Metropolitan of Western and Southern Europe, Iosif (Pop), had invited the participants to continue their work in his native region, Transylvania. The sponsors (a partnership of sponsors-entrepreneurs from Luxembourg, the Luxembourg Government, the Embassies of Germany and Austria at Bucharest) had readily accepted this proposition in the context of the choice of Luxembourg and Sibiu as the cultural capitals of Europe in 2007. The participants are 27 well-known professors of patristics, both Orthodox and Catholic, coming from 16 countries of Western and Eastern Europe (Austria, Belgium, the Czech Republic, France, Great Britain, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Poland, Romania, Russia, Serbia, Slovakia, Switzerland and the Ukraine), the one permanent focus of these colloquies being reflection on the cultural and spiritual roots of Europe. The participants in the colloquy were honoured by the reception, encouragement and presence of the Archbishop of Sibiu and Metropolitan of Transylvania, Prof. Dr. Laurentiu Streza. 

The monastery of Brancoveanu was founded by the prince, St. Constantine Brancoveanu, who was martyred together with his sons at the Ottoman court of the Sultan in Istanbul in 1716. The monastic site is to be found in the region of Sibiu, a crossroads of cultures and a place of dialogue between numerous Christian traditions. Since the 16th century Orthodox, Catholics and Protestants have lived there side by side. This colloquy of PRO ORIENTE forms a stage on the way to the meeting of the 3rd European Ecumenical Assembly which will take place at Sibiu in September 2007. 
The group of Catholic and Orthodox patrologists of the foundation PRO ORIENTE has already met on three occasions to reflect on the mystery of the Holy Trinity: on Christ (Vienna, 2001), on the Holy Spirit (Vienna, 2003) and on Father, God and Creator (Luxemburg, 2005). 

A new phase of reflection has now been consecrated to the mystery of the Church. The present session has for its theme “Unity and Catholicity”, two of the four characteristics of the Church, confessed by all Christians in the symbol of faith (the creed) of Nicaea-Constantinople. The study of the heritage of the Fathers of the Church is one of the rare academic disciplines that can be pursued together by the two Churches. 

The colloquy opened by the reading of a warm communiqué from Cardinal Walter Kasper, president of the Pontifical Council for promoting Christian unity and by a message from Cardinal Christoph Schönborn, president of Board of Trustees of PRO ORIENTE and initiator of these patristic colloquies, expressing his regrets at having at the last minute being prevented from being present. The latter entrusted the realisation of the colloquies first of all (from 2001 to 2005) to Dr. Ysabel de Andia (CNRS, Paris) and then from 2006 to Dr. Theresia Hainthaler (“St. Georgen” Faculty of Theology, Frankfurt). 
Among the numerous rewarding communications consecrated to the Latin and Greek Fathers the colloquy was concerned with the recurrent question: what kind of unity and catholicity are envisaged when Christians confess that the Church is one, holy, catholic and apostolic?

The members of the conference were agreed on the existence of a consensus among the Fathers on the fact that the Church finds its ultimate model of unity in the life of the Trinity, which is received in the communal participation of the Body of Christ in the life of the Holy Spirit. In God the Trinity personal diversity is not opposed to unity, but is constitutive of it. This unity in catholicity (fullness in the faith and in the sacramental life) which in the vision of the Fathers signifies neither uniformity nor confusion, but respect for particularities, could it not point to a possible way forward which would help us to transcend the continuing divisions at the heart of Europe? The theological dialogue equally offers substantial insights at the political and social level in areas where the division between Christians has fostered a certain cultural and spiritual alienation between West and East in Europe. 
The discussions have equally provided opportunity for mutual enrichment resulting from the complementary perspectives on certain themes raised: the titles of the Patriarch of the West (until recently claimed by the Bishop of Rome) and Ecumenical Patriarch, the concept of Ecumenical Council, the different institutional and charismatic forms of the manifestation of unity and catholicity in the life of the Churches and of the whole Church. 

It is recognised that the Christian East and the Christian West are not two separate worlds and that there always existed, despite the growing tensions and the reciprocal estrangement from the Middle Ages on, a continued exchange of gifts between the two ecclesial areas, an exchange which goes back to the time of the Apostles and the Fathers. 

During the rewarding and conflicting discussions the participants found themselves striving to adopt the perspective of ecumenical dialogue and to make reference to contemporary ecclesial reality, in this way discerning the actuality of the ecclesiology of the Fathers. 
In the context of the colloquy the Metropolitan of Transylvania, Laurentiu (Streza), participated in a Round Table devoted to the theme: “The mystery of unity: gift, challenge and vocation”. During this Round Table a wide exchange of views led to a sense of the importance of Christian values for the development of Europe, to the need for solidarity with Christian minorities that suffer throughout the world, to the spiritual foundations of the ecumenical movement and its dynamic for the future. The participants found themselves united in a striking consensus on the need to intensify Orthodox-Catholic dialogue, while always linking spiritual engagement with genuine intellectual reflection. 

In the opinion of everybody the colloquy took place in the serene climate of trust and friendship sustained by the daily rhythm of the prayer of the monastery. The contributions of the colloquy will soon be gathered together in a volume, like the other three preceding colloquies, which gave material for the publication of three volumes, printed at Tyrolia publishing house (Innsbruck-Vienna) in 2003 (Christus bei den Vätern), in 2005 (Der Heilige Geist im Leben der Kirche), and in 2007 (Gott, Vater und Schöpfer). 
During the colloquy contributions were made, from the Catholic side by: Father Franz Mali (Fribourg, Switzerland ; Das Konzil von Aquileia (381) - Ein ökumenisches Konzil?), Father Vittorino Grossi (Rome ; La catolicita de la Chiesa nella polemica donatista), Father Stephan Kessler (Frankfurt ; La controverse entre Grégoire le Grand et Jean le Jeuneur sur le titre "Patriarche oecuménique" et l'argument de l'unité de l'Eglise), Lenka Karfikova (Prag ; Die Einheit der Kirche. Gnade und Gewalt in Augustins Polemik gegen die Donatisten), Theresia Hainthaler (Frankfurt ; Quelques considérations sur le titre "Patriarche d'Occident"), Ysabel de Andia (CNRS and École cathédrale, Paris ; "Ut unum sint" (Augustin, Grégoire de Nysse), Father Athanase Orocz (Budapest ; L'unité et la catholicité de l'Église dans l'oeuvre de s. Maxime le Confesseur), Father Michel van Parys (Monastery of Chevetogne, Belgium ; L'Eglise une et sainte d'après Hésychius de Jérusalem), Joseph Naumowicz (Warsaw ; "L'Église une et catholique" dans les commentaires patristiques latines du Symbole des Apôtre), Michaela Zelzer (Vienna ; Ambrosius und die Kirche von Thessaloniki), Thomas Böhm (Freiburg, Germany ; Der eine Bischof als Garant der einen katholischen Kirche). From the Orthodox side contributions were given by: Georges Martzelos (Thessaloniki ; L'unité et la catholicité de l'Eglise dans le dialogue théologique des Orthodoxes avec l'Eglise catholique romaine), Ioannis Kourembeles (Thessaloniki ; Einheit-Katholizität der Kirche und ihre soteriologische Dimension in den Kontakien Romanos' des Meloden), Konstantinos Scouteris (Athens ; The Unity and the Catholicity of the Church According to St. Gregory of Nyssa and its Ecumenical Significance), Father Alexandre Golitzin (University of Milwaukee, USA), Father André Louth (Durham, Great Britain ; Church and Eucharist in St Maximos the Confessor), Father Vaclav Jezek (Presov, Slovakia ; John Chrysostoms ecclesial vision within the context of the Byzantine Empire), Father Vladan Perisic (Belgrade ; Unity and Catholicity of the Church according to St. Ignatius of Antioch), Michel Stavrou (Institut St. Serge, Paris ; Unité et catholicité de l'Eglise chez saint Cyprien de Carthage), Daniel Buda (Sibiu ; Ein ekklesiologisches Konzept in Antiochien im 4. Jahrhundert (Theodor von Mopsuestia, Johannes Chrysostomus), Father Nicola Makar (Orthodox Theological Academy of Kiev ; The Introducing of the Eastern Inheritence into Mediolan Church by Saint Ambrosius), Daniel Munteanu (Erlangen, Germany; Die Einheit der Kirche in der Gemeinschaft des Heiligen Geistes. Patristische Impulse zu einem dynamischen Einheitsbegriff) et Alexei Muraviev (Academy of Sciences in Moscow ; Unity and Catholicity of the Church at the Times of Major Threats (St. Basil, St. Maximus the Confessor, St. Theodore the Studite)). Metropolitan Iosif (Patriarchate of Romania) also was present. 

The participants expressed the wish that the next colloquy to be held in two years’ time should be devoted to the apostolicity of the Church. 

Erected in 1964 by the late Cardinal Franz König (1905-2004), the task of the PRO ORIENTE Foundation with its headquarters in Vienna is to maintain and promote relations on a non-official level between the Roman Catholic Church and the Eastern and Oriental Orthodox Churches, in the spirit of the Second Vatican Council. The main working instruments of PRO ORIENTE include academic conferences, symposia and theological consultations and issuing publications. 
Monastery of Brancoveanu, 30 June 2007

Translated from French original.
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